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Upon the conclusion of this paper, Ex-Gov- 
crnor Horatio Seymour proposed a vote of 
thanks to Prof. Cook for his admirable paper. 
He alluded to the importance of the study of 
geology, and related some remarkable and very 
interesting facts, regarding the early history of 
the British settlers, showing where, with the 
proper appreciation of geological knowledge, for- 
tunes have been made, and want or disregard of 
that knowledge has been attended with enor- 
mous losses. 



EXPLORATION OF THE ROCKY MOUN- 
TAIN'S IN THE BRITISH POSSESSIONS. 

At a recent meeting of the Royal Geographi- 
cal Society, a paper was communicated by Sir 
E. Bulwer Lytton, Colonial Secretary, giving 
the results of the explorations of the Rocky 
Mountains lying in the British Possessions, 
made by Capt. Palliscr, under the direction of 
the British Government. The paper states 
that several practical passes had been discov- 
ered leading through the mountains, which are 
enumerated as follows : 

1, from the south branch of the Saskatcha- 
wan to Kutanic river, two — i. «., Kananaski 
Pass and Vermillion Pass; 2, from Kutanie 
River to Columbia, two — i. «., the Lake Pass 
and Beaver Foot Pass ; 3, from the south branch 
of the Saskatchawan to north branch, one — i. e., 
the Little Fork Pass ; and 4, from the south 
branch of the Saskatchawan to the Columbia 
one— i. e., the Kicking Horse Pass. In addition 
to these discovered passes, the Northern Kuta- 
nic Pass has been laid down, and found to be 
entirely within the British territory, and has 
been named British Kutanie Pass. After the 
reading of these highly important papers, the 
President, in commenting upon the reports 
which had been read, reminded the Fellows 
that the expedition was fostered in the first in- 
stance by the Geographical Society, and that 
they had therefore great reason to be proud of 
successful results as those which had attended 
it. After briefly alluding to the praiseworthy 
efforts made by Palliser and his associates, Hec- 
tor, Blackiston and Sullivan, in a preceding 
year, in defining the nature of the great region 
between Lake Superior and Lake Winnipeg, 
and thence extending to the Red River Settle- 
ment, (a region also explored by men of science 
sent thither by the Canadian Government,) he 
begged the gentlemen who might be disposed 



to speak, to confine their attention chiefly to 
the last discoveries, which indicated, first, the 
rich quality of the soil over a vast prairie coun- 
try, watered by the upper affluents of the north 
and south Saskatchawan River, and next the 
existence of passes through the Rocky Moun- 
tains within the British Territory — t. «., be- 
tween 49 deg. and 51£ deg. north latitude, 
which had been for the first time examined by 
men of science, who had determined the geo- 
graphical position, the relative altitudes of the 
mountains, and their mineral characters. He 
pointed out that it was a remarkable and satis- 
factory datum that, although in this portion of 
its range the chain rose to much loftier summits 
than in its prolongation to the south, the de- 
pressions, or passes, in it were now shown to be 
about 2,000 feet lower than those by which the 
Americans can travel into the central parts of 
California. After adverting to the great inter- 
ests which necessarily attached to these discov- 
eries in relation to the establishment of a line 
of intercourse between the great eastern or At- 
lantic watershed of British North America and 
the newly established colony of British Colum- 
bia, with its gold fields on terra Jtrma, and the 
great coal deposits of Vancouver's Island on the 
Pacific, he hoped that persons who had long 
studied the subject, such as Mr. John Ball, late- 
ly of the Colonial office ; Mr. Edward Ellice, 
who had so much knowledge of British North 
America, and so large a stake therein ; Lord 
Bury, who had recently returned from that 
country, &c, would address the meeting. Mr. 
Ball and Lord Bury having spoken at some 
length, the President, in adjourning the meet- 
ing, stated that Sir E. B. Lytton, had not only 
kindly communicated the despatches which had 
been read, but had further acceded to the re- 
quest of Capt. Palliser and Dr. Hector that 
they might be permitted to return to England 
next summer, revisiting the passes they had 
discovered, and exploring British Columbia on 
their road to the shores of the Pacific. 

It is to be regretted that the elevation of 
the above described passes was not given abso- 
lutely instead of by comparison with those 
over which Americans pass on the centre! 
route between the Eastern States and Cali- 
fornia. One of these, called the Cochetope, is 
10,000 feet above the sea. The passes lying 
next to this, both north and south, are elevated 
8,000 feet ; so that if those discovered by Capt. 
Pallisser are 2.000 feet lower, still they are 
equally elevated as the pass on the line of the 
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proposed railroad, in the parallel of 47°. But 
it must be borne in mind that the plains at 
the eastern base of the Rocky Mountains are 
much lower, probably 1,500 feet, in the British 
Possessions than in the United States. Their 
ascent, consequently, may be much more 
abrupt and difficult than of those in the United 
States. It is not so much the absolute height 
of the ground that is the chief obstacle to the 
construction of a railroad, as the shortness of 
the distance by which it is to be overcome. 

The Report of Capt. Pallisser is looked for 
with much interest. It must prove of great 
value in illustrating the geography of the coun- 
try, as well as in reference to the proposed lines 
of railroad across the continent. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATISTICS. 

STATISTICS OF AMERICAN STATES. 

NO. 4. 

REPUBLIC OF PERU. 



Lat3°35'to21°48'S. 
Long. 68° 10' to 81° 30' W. 
Area, 498,726 sq. miles. 



Populat'n(1852) 2,106,492. 
Density, 4.22 to sq. mile. 
Capital, Lima. 



CONSTITUTION. 

Executive. — President, elected by the people 
through electoral colleges, for six years. 

Administration 1. Minister of the Interior 

and Religion; 2. Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Finance; 3. Minister of War and Ma- 
rine ; 4. Minister of Justice and Public Instruc- 
tion. 

Council of State — All the Ministers and such 
Senators as Congress may nominate. The 
President of the Council supplies the place of 
President of the Republic, in case of his re- 
moval, inability, or death. 

Legislature. — A Congress, consisting of a 
Senate composed of two members from each 
department, and a House of Deputies, composed 
of one Deputy for every 20.000 inhabitants. 

Judiciary — A Supreme Court at Lima ; and 
Superior Courts at Lima, Cuzco, Arequipa, Tru- 
jillo, Ayacucho and Puno. In the provinces, 
Courts of First Instance, and in the districts, 
Justices' Courts. There are also special mining, 
military, and other courts. 

National Religion — The Holy Apostolic Ro- 
man Catholic. The Church is under the super- 
vision of the Archbishop of Lima, and the 



Bishops of Araquipa, Chachapoyas, (Maynas,) 
Cuzco, Huamanga and Ayacucho, and Trujillo. 

HEIGHTS 01' THE PERUVIAN ANDES. 

Names. Lat. S. Long. W. Hgt., ft. 

Bahama 18° 07' 68° 52' 22,350 

Parinacota 18° 10' 69° 11' 22,030 

Gualateiri 20° 13' 69° 17' 21,960 

Pomarnpe 18° 08' 69° 03' 21,700 

Chuquibamba ....16° 06' 72° 16' 21,160 

Chipicani 17° 43' 69° 47' 19,748 

Arequipa (vol.)-.- 16° 19' 71° 23' 18,373 

Apucunuranu 14° 10' 70° 20' 17,525 

Viuda Pass 10° 45' 76° 30' 15,968 

Lagunillas Pass • • • 15° 52' 71° 15' 15,590 

Raya Puss 14° 25' 70° 40' 14,520 

CityofCuzco 13° 31' 72° 04' 11.J80 

Chiquiacoba Lake ■ 1S° 45' 75° 30' 13,200 



RIVERS OF PERU. 

1. Emptying into the Pacific Ocean. — Tumbez, 
Chira, Sechura, Jequitepeque, Sana, Viru, Santa, 
Patavilca, Huaura, Chillon, Rimac, Mala, Ca- 
nete, Pesco, Ocona, Camana, Quilca, Tambo, 
and Loa. 

2. Emptying through the Amazon into the At- 
lantic. — Tunguragua or Maranon, Huallaga, 
Ucayali, (formed by the Pachitea, Apurimac and 
Beni,) and Yavari. 



CIVIL DIVISIONS AND POPULATION. 

Peru is divided into eleven departments, and 
two provinces called " littorales," having the 
organization of departments. The departments 
arc divided into 61 provincias, subdivided into 
625 distritos, and these into partidos or parish- 
es. The government, civil and economical, of 
each department, is in charge of a prefect, de- 
pendent directly on the President of the Re- 
public ; that of each province is in charge of a 
sub-prefect, dependent on the departmental 
prefect ; that of each distrito or district is in 
charge of a governor ; and that of each partido 
in charge of a sub-governor. 

The following table exhibits the extent and 
population of the departments: 

Departments. Area, sq m. Population. Capitals. 

Araazonas 96,276 43,074 Chachapoyas. 

Ancach 23,928 219,145 Huarez. 

Arequipa 36.117 119,336 Arequipa. 

Ayacucho 32,829 132,921 Huamanga. 

Cuzco 72,124 349,718 Cuzco. 

Huancavelica 14,284 70,117 Huancavelica. 

Junin 85,338 222,949 Cerro de Pasco. 

Libertad 27,444 266,553 Trujillo. 

Lima 24,288 250,801 Lima. 

Moquegua 39,198 61,432 Tacna. 

Puno 25,918 285.661 Puno. 

ProvinciadeCallao- 216 8,453 Callao. 

dePiura- 20,766 76,332 Piura. 

Total 498,726 2,106,492 Lima. 



